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It is July and in East Texas that means a long, hot and dry period has begun.  Your 2018 honey crop is now in 

your hives and ready to extract.  I am ready to start making appointments for you to come and extract your 

honey.  There are a few ground rules for this process.   First, make sure your frames are at least 80% capped.  

Do not pull poorly capped frames for extraction or your honey will ferment in the bottle. 
 

Second, contact me (903) 571-1271 or talk to me at the next meeting.  Tell me how many supers you will 

bring and make an appointment.  Arrive about 15 minutes before your appointment time. Please don’t show 

up an hour early, there is just not enough room to stack up a bunch of cars and supers around the honey house. 
 

Third, you must bring containers to catch your honey as it comes out of the extractor.  The containers must be 

large, wide mouth buckets.  You will catch your honey in bulk and bottle it later.  I recommend clean and dry 

5-gallon buckets with lids.  To estimate how many buckets you will need, figure that two supers will fill a      

5-gallon bucket.  Please err on the side of bringing too many buckets.  If your buckets get full, I will not have 

any on-site to give you.  You can buy buckets with lids at Lowes and Home Depot. 
 

Fourth, remove all of the bees from your supers before you come.  I have actually seen people show up with 

bees all over their supers.  We already have enough bees around my yard without someone bringing over a 

bunch of theirs! 
 

Finally, there will be a lot of bees flying around the yard.  There will be some flying inside the honey house 

also.  So don’t bring a pet or someone allergic to bees. 
   
Last week, I was contacted by an individual doing some research on Bumble Bees.  They are asking for      

information about locations of Bumble Bee hives in the East Texas area.  They want to come and study the 

hive.  If you know the location of a Bumble Bee hive, please share that information with me at the meeting or 

by email.  Include your contact info, please.  I will get it to the right person. 
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July Report by Dick Counts 



Hello ETBA, I just returned from a two week trip to Malawi, Africa. My mother, 
brother Jacob, and I visited Malawi where we taught about Bees, Soap, and the 
Gospel. I thought I would share some of my thoughts about the bee-side of my 
mission trip with all of you. In Malawi, beekeepers have a limited knowledge of 
what goes on inside the beehive, the roles of different bees, and even what a 
swarm is about.  I was one of our team’s main teachers when it came to educating    
villages about honey bees, and we feel that the impact we had was huge.  
 

In Malawi beekeepers have a finite knowledge about bees. They know they make 
honey, they sting, and smoke will calm them. A more experienced beekeeper may 
know something about swarms, but for the most part, the majority of the people did 
not know what they were.  This was one reason we tried to teach about swarms.  
Since swarms are a great way to get started in bees or to expand your apiary we 

tried to talk to them about setting up swarm traps and catching swarms.   
 

We spent one day with a local bee club that our mission team started last year, and we even went into 
one of their hives to inspect it. The hive we went into was a top bar hive owned by the leader of the bee 
club. Jacob was the brave one to go into the hive and when he opened it, the bees were pretty upset.  
We did use smoke to try and calm the bees, but the bees built their wax the wrong direction and had  
attached it to the lid, so when they were opened up the wax broke off.  This club was one of the places 
we spent some time teaching about swarms hoping to help these beekeepers expand their hives. 

 

In Malawi, beekeepers keep their bees in hives that look 
like large jars with a hay plug over the opening.  The 
problem with this style of beekeeping is that when you 
take the honey you typically kill the majority of the bees, 
and ultimately lose that hive. By us introducing the 
Langstroth hives we were trying to teach them another 
way to raise the bees and harvest the honey. They 
loved seeing the box we had and were very interested in 
having local carpenters build them. We also taught the 
importance of wax. They extract their honey by taking 

out all the wax and crushing it. Not caring about anything else in the wax, often crushing the brood.    
We helped teach them that they should leave the brood for the bees so they would be able to keep their 
hive for the next year.  

  
The other times we taught about beekeeping we tried to keep our lessons 
simple.  Most villages did not have anyone in their village beekeeping.  
For my presentation I did the bee biology by the numbers (6 legs, 5 eyes, 
4 wings, etc.) and then we talked about the three different bees in the 
hive. Many times we talked about how to get started with bees, and would 
briefly talk about catching swarms, as well as all the ways that beekeeping 
can generate income and increase their nutrition at home. Many groups 
had questions that we expected from more advanced audiences.  

 

The impact of us teaching them was immeasurable. Many people were  
planning on getting started in bees, or sharing what we taught with their 
home village. After two years, our interpreter is almost a beekeeper himself. 
Many times we started to talk about a subject, our interpreter would expand 
well past what we said. A new member of our team also served as an       
interpreter.  At the end of two weeks he himself was very interested in      
getting  involved in beekeeping as well.    

         ~ Peter 
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ETBA Mentor 2019 

President’s Letter  by Matt Thomas 

It’s actually pre�y encouraging to see the new found interest in beekeeping.   

So many folks are signing on for the adventure of their life.   
 

Like any new adventure, the learning curve is fairly high and significant in managing bees  

for good health and produc on. Loss is to be expected in the first years of trying your hand at keeping  

the most significant insect on the planet.   
   

All bugs have their place but honey bees are the only insect that are both responsible for the human consump on  

of food and are the only insect that can be stewarded for honey produc on.  Acknowledging that gives you and I a 

pre�y significant role to fill in managing them properly.  The honey bee was created for management and under 

your management can either flourish or perish.  Honey bees need your  me, a�en on and commitment to learn as 

much about them and the ecosystem surrounding them.  Without that knowledge the bees will collapse, and with it, 

the ecosystem that depends on them.   
 

It’s not enough to just own bees or have a hive si(ng in your back yard.  If you keep bees successfully; the habitat 

they live in and around will flourish.  It is as significant as having a pack of wolves in Yellowstone Na onal Park.  

Wolves keep the Elk popula ons in check.  As a result, more undergrowth is allowed to grow and this directly         

encourages other species to thrive in undergrowth and keeps soil from eroding so quickly.  Like wolves, healthy         

colonies of bees keep nature in balance and the environment reproducing.  Who keeps the bees in balance?  What 

wolves are to elk the Varroa Mite are to honey bees. Varroa is absolutely necessary for healthy strains of honey 

bees.  However, like all other created life forms, there must be balance.  The old adage of “only the strong survive” 

is not a great management concept.  All of us lose great gene c and prolific colonies because of mismanagement.     

I have heard, “bees have been doing this long before humans and they will con nue to survive long a4er we are 

gone.”  This is true; however, honey bees have been managed for thousands of years.  The most ancient cultures we 

know have been stewarding honey bees as soon as they figured out they could, some 2500-3000 years before 

Christ.    
 

You can even go as far as saying honeybees are holy.  How do we fix the problem of colonies collapsing?                     

A commitment of lifelong learning, good management prac ces, and paying a�en on are all necessary.  The answer 

to the beekeeping world on how to be good stewards of the bees is the same answer for any other hobby, career, 

paren ng, church and endeavor we pursue.  You have to be more than smart, intui ve, detail oriented, a learner,   

or lucky.  You actually need more than just making the commitment and pu(ng in the  me needed to be successful.  

Prac ce doesn’t make perfect, it makes permanent.  What will make you a more successful beekeeper?    
 

The answer is what eludes the beekeeping industry or anything else for that ma�er.  A concept which holds the key 

to be�er management on your part and overall frui;ulness in life is mimesis.  The term means imita on.  Mimesis is 

 ed to a concept called discipleship.  A student of beekeeping follows closely behind a mentor who, through the 

process of imita on, transfers knowledge, habit and best prac ces on to the student.  It’s exactly like paren ng, 

where kids become like the parents who model in front of them and what it means to be a human being.  In short, 

you and I need mentors we can follow around and model a4er.  In the 21
st

 century there is a short supply of people 

willing to be a good model for the people around them.  Truly our lives are enhanced or decimated by the people  

we imitate.  Following around and taking advice from inadequate beekeepers does an enormous disservice to our 

own prac ce of beekeeping.    So I said it…..  Find yourself a good mentor who is humble and has adopted the      

principle of lifelong learning. In doing so, it will enhance your life as you follow them around their apiary and adopt 

these principles as your own.  
 

Hope you have a great month of beekeeping.      ~Ma� 



 

July is the month to really enjoy the sweet success of your beekeeping efforts.  If you are a first year 

beekeeper and have never tasted honey from your own hive, you are in for a grand surprise.   

NOTHING is as good as that first taste of honey from your hive.  This pleasure is the result of the 

hard work by you and your bees. 

Extraction of honey should begin in earnest during July.  In most areas of East Texas, there will be 

only limited amounts of nectar available for the remainder of the summer.  It is unlikely that your bees 

will make much more honey than what is currently in your hives.   
 

You may find it necessary to begin feeding the bees if no nectar is available.  Take care not to induce robbing.      

Use an “in-hive” feeder to minimize robbing.  Entrance reducers will help weaker hives defend themselves.  Pollen 

supplements should not be needed as natural pollen will remain available till frost. 
 

When you’re removing supers from your hives, take care to not expose the harvested supers to opportunistic bees 

just looking for a quick meal of unguarded honey.  As supers are removed and placed in your vehicle for transport, 

cover them to prevent neighboring bees from becoming a problem. 
 

Some beekeepers will remove the lids from all of the hives in their apiary before starting to pull supers.  They       

believe this will keep each hive busy protecting their own stored honey rather than descending on the one open hive 

to help you “remove“ the honey from it.  This may work for a small apiary but may not be a good idea if the beeyard 

has ten or more hives. Remove the bees from the supers by brushing individual frames, by using a leaf blower on an 

entire super, or by using fume boards.  If the bottom bars are covered with broken comb dripping wet honey, blow 

the bees out from the bottom toward the cleaner, dryer top bars.  Try not to drip honey on the ground in your apiary 

as it can start a robbing frenzy.   
 

When returning wet extracted supers to the hives, try to do so late in the day, allowing the bees to clean up the      

broken comb and all of those drips and running honey on the outside of the super bodies.  By morning, most of the 

exciting smell will be gone and the bees will be able to resume their daily routine. 
 

If you store extracted supers off the hives, be sure to protect them from Wax Moths by storing under ParaDicloro-

Benzene  crystals, sold by bee suppliers as Paramoth Crystals or at Walmart and other stores under the brand name  

of ENOZ Moth Ice Crystals (ENOZ has different moth repellant products   –   make sure the one you buy is          

ParaDicloroBenzene, sometimes written as p-DicloroBenzene). Check hives for beetle infestations.  Use some type 

of beetle control.  Beetle traps, Dina A Max or Swiffer Dry Sheets will help the bees control the beetle population 

and hopefully prevent any damage to the hive.  Hives placed in full sun seem to have less problems with beetles. 
 

July and August will be our hottest months.  Bees need water to cool the hive on hot days.  Do not forget to provide a 

fresh  water source for your bees if a natural source is not nearby.  If you have nearby neighbors, your bees may     

frequent their    swimming pools and birdbaths if you do not provide a consistent source closer to the hives. 
 

If you have wax pieces or cappings to melt, a small RubberMaid tub lined with foil works well as a solar wax melter.  

Place a smaller container inside the foil-lined tub.  Cover the smaller container with a paper towel and paper clip the 

edges so the paper towel will support the wax.  Place the wax on top of the paper towel.  Cover the RubberMaid tub 

with a sheet of clear glass and place in the sun.  The heat from the sun will melt the wax, allowing it to drip through 

the paper towel into the small container.  The trash and debris will remain 

on top of the paper towel.  You may be surprised how well this simple  

solar melter works for small quantities of wax. 
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THE GOT QUESTIONS? 

 

The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting.         

Join us if you are a new Beekeeper or have some                     

beekeeping   questions.  If you have not joined us before,       

ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room.  

We will try to help you find some answers.  
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The July Speaker is …..  

 

Jonathan Walker 
 

from Walker Honey FarmWalker Honey FarmWalker Honey FarmWalker Honey Farm    
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F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   F.Y.I.   by Joe Laws 

July Events in 

July 27–29  -  GREAT TEXAS BALLOON RACE : Longview, TX 
                                Details / Schedule / Tickets :    www.greattexasballoonrace.com/ 
 

July 3, 2018 - Celebrate America Fireworks Show: Pleasant Hill Baptist Church 
6:30-10:30pm   13590 Hwy. 110 South, Tyler, TX 

This annual family friendly fireworks show features music by 6 Miles to Mixon, Armed Forces tribute, 
Illusionist Joe Schmidt, bounce houses, face art, and more.  PHBC will have hotdogs, water,             

watermelon, & chips FREE to community as long as they last. Available for purchase snow cones,    

sodas, chicken sandwiches and more.  

This is a free event.        Fireworks begin at dusk.  
 

July 4, 2018 - Independence Day Blast: Broach Park 
Starts at 6:30pm       Loop 179, Pittsburg, TX 

New this year – a Red, White and Blue Children’s Parade. Children are encouraged to decorate    

themselves and their bicycles, tri-cycles, wagons, etc. and participate in this Patriotic Parade. The   
parade will begin at the playground at Broach Park. Any children interested in participating can begin 
to make their way to the playground at 6:30 p.m. The parade will begin at 7:00 p.m. Participants will 

make their way around a portion of the walking trail.  
 

July 4, 2018 - Annual Independence Day Concert : First Presbyterian Church 
Starts at 4:00pm     230 W. Rusk St., Tyler, TX (Sanctuary) 

The Tyler Civic Chorale and the Fine Arts Series at First Presbyterian Church of Tyler present their 

Patriotic Concert, open to the public at no charge, in the sanctuary of First Presbyterian Church of   
Tyler. The concert begins at 4 p.m., and doors will open at 3:30 p.m.  
 

July  20-22, 2018 - Paris Balloon & Music Festival : Lamar County Fairgrounds 
   Gates open at 5:00pm      570 E. Center Street, Paris, TX 

Tethered Balloon and Monster Truck rides, market place vendors, drawings & giveaways,  
Kids fun zone and more. http://parisballoonandmusicfestival.com/ 
 

 
 
 
 

For more Texas Summer/Fall Events:  
https://www.tourtexas.com/all-events OR https://www.traveltexas.com/cities-regions/piney-woods/events 


