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I am looking forward to seeing you at our November meeting.  This is the month for our Annual Honey 
Tasting Contest.  We will get a chance to sample honey from our various members and vote on which we 
like the best.  It is always fun to see the different flavors of honey.  Even though it is all grown in our      
general East Texas area, the primary forage plants for each apiary can be different, resulting in a variety of 
flavors and colors.  Bring a sample of your bees’ product.  You may just find you have bragging rights for 
the best honey this year. 
 

We will also be taking nominations for and voting on our 2018 Beekeeper of the Year.  Nominate and vote 
for your choice of the ETBA member who has been of greatest assistance to our club during the past year.  
Nominees must be active in attendance and in club activities.   
 

Honey Tasting Contest winners and our Beekeeper of the Year will be announced at our December meeting. 
On October 24, I represented ETBA in a memorial for our friend Mike Childress of Eastman Corporation.  
About 20 years ago, Mike contacted me about our club participating in the East Forest Awareness program.  
Mike asked, “What can Eastman do for the honey bee?”  From that conversation, the relationship between 
Eastman and ETBA was established.  Through Eastman’s support, we have built and maintained seven    
observation hives in publicly accessible places around East Texas. We have also made honey bee educational 
presentations to thousands of youth through the Forest Awareness Program.  Mike recently passed away.  
Our club will be presenting two plaques commemorating our appreciation of Mike and Eastman, one to Mrs. 
Childress and one to Eastman. 
 

Our club honey extractions are over for this season, the last one was the third week of October.  I was asked 
how many extractions we did and many gallons of honey ran through the extractor.  I did not have a record 
of this year’s activity but can say it was for sure a bunch!  We extracted as little as three frames for some 
new beekeepers to many boxes and many gallons for some of our large volume beekeepers. 
 

I will be attending the TBA annual convention November 8-10 and will give you a report at the December meeting. 
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 Over the past twenty months I have been able to teach many people of many different 

 age groups, interests, and professions. As my years being the ambassador progressed,        

 I have learned many things about teaching and sharing what I know. All of us have  

 experiences and knowledge that we can share, whether it is about the amazing Honey 

 Bee, or something else.  Applying your topic directly to your  

 audience, and keeping your topic interes"ng, are important 

 things to know when sharing your knowledge.   
 

The first thing you need to know is what you are going to teach. One important 

thing to consider when deciding your topic: is how it applies to the audience.   

If I was to go to a garden club and I was to talk about how to get started in   

beekeeping, then my speech would not have the greatest impact it could have. 

However, if I had talked about plan"ng for bees to the garden club, it would 

empower them to take ac"on. Ensuring your topic is relevant will maximize the 

impact that your speech or ar"cle will have.  
 

Also, make it age appropriate. If the audience is young then do not use  

technical words that will go over their heads. Instead, word things in ways 

all ages can understand.  
 

There are many ways we can share what we 

know, whether it is doing a speech, a live 

presenta"on or just wri"ng an informa"ve  

ar"cle for a newsle(er. Either way, the        

important thing you need to know is how to make it interes"ng. No one 

wants to listen to a talk that is about something that is boring; instead,    

make it as interes"ng as you can.  
 

Using examples, stories, personal experiences, props, and anything else that 

connects with the audience will help make it more enjoyable and memorable.  
 

In the same way when speaking, be as interested as you can, boring speakers are 

never fun to listen too. It is important to pick a topic that you are interested in. 

One of my favorite subjects to talk about is the communica"on system in the hive 

between the bees. I love to speak on that, and it is one of my best presenta"ons 

because my enthusiasm is contagious.  
 
 

Look for subjects you are excited to talk about. Research subjects you know 

and don’t rely solely on your own knowledge. Using knowledge from       

outside sources can give you more credibility from your audience and may 

also convert your own passion about what you have learned.   
 

Everyone can teach and it is not really difficult.  First, you need to pick an 

interes"ng topic applicable to your audience and be enthusias"c about it - 

as nobody likes a boring speaker. Do some research and include what you 

have learned. My sugges"ons don’t just apply to teaching people about 

honey bees. They are all principles that can help anyone share their knowledge or their own stories. 
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TEACHING ... TEACHING ... TEACHING ... by Peter Coleby Peter Coleby Peter Cole   

~ Peter 



Annual ETBA Honey Tasting Contest 
Each member can enter one 8-12 ounce squeeze bear or squeeze bottle of  

their own honey at the November meeting. No glass bottles.  

The bear or bottle must have a cone spout or flip top dispenser.  
 

Do not label your bottles with anything  
(no names or identifying marks), each container will be assigned a  

sample number at the time of entry into the contest. 
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Honey Pumpkin Pie 

During the contest, members will be provided with ballots, plates or other  

containers, and honey samples. Each member will write on the ballot the  

sample number of the best tasting honey, (select only one sample number).  

Ballots will be collected and tallied to determine 1st, 2nd and 3rd place winners.  

Winners will be announced at the December meeting.  
Bears, bottles or left over honey will not be returned.  

 

Please help us to keep the room clean,  

if you get honey on something, ask for a wet cloth to clean up. 



 

November in Texas usually means the hot weather is gone and cooler temperatures are ahead.  We 

finished October with some surprisingly cool days and nights and heavy rain in many areas.  The 

third week of October was so cool and wet that I did not see any bees flying in my yard for days.  

Goldenrod bloomed, then got rained on and faded quickly. Your bees have probably collected all   

of the stores they will be able to find for the winter. Be sure to check the hive weight using the “two 

finger lift”.  If the hive does not feel heavy, you may need to begin feeding with 2:1 sugar syrup. 
 

When doing hive inspections in November, be aware that you may not find much capped brood.  As the days shorten 

and the nights become cooler, the queen will cut back on egg laying in preparation for the winter cycle.                

Some varieties of bees will stop producing any brood as the weather cools, giving the appearance that the hive has 

become queen-less.  If you do not see brood or the queen herself, you can be comfortable that the hive has a viable 

queen if they did not begin buzzing loudly and get agitated soon after you open the hive.   

This method is not foolproof but most queen-less hives will become agitated when disturbed. 
 

Since the queen has greatly slowed egg lying, the hive has a lessened need for pollen.  I do not recommend feeding 

with pollen patties until brood production picks up in the Spring.  Then, the addition of a pollen supplement will help 

the queen swing back into brood production.  Even in Spring, I recommend only feeding portions of a patty, about as 

much as the hive can consume in a week.  Do not leave large pieces of a pollen patty in the hive for an extended  

period as the hive beetles like to hide underneath and lay their own eggs. 
 

November is the time to inspect and repair old woodenware that you plan on using in the coming season.   

Hive bodies with the corners eaten out will not bother the hive initially but could result in the hive being robbed or 

lost later in the year.  If the corners no longer seal to the boxes above or below, you provide a place for robbers, hive 

beetles and wax moths to enter the hive.  Clean used frames now but if you use plastic foundation, I recommend  

waiting until spring to snap the new foundation into the frame.  This allows the foundation to retain more of the 

“fresh wax” smell for that split or new swarm later in the 2019 season.  
 

Begin building your list of new or replacement equipment needed for the new season.  I encourage beekeepers to 

place orders for woodenware and other equipment before the end of the year. December is typically the slow sales 

period for equipment suppliers. Most items are in stock and readily available. It is a good time to place your order and 

receive timely delivery. By January, orders begin to flood suppliers, sometimes causing backorders and extended   

delivery times.  Be proactive and get your orders in early. 
 

If you plan to purchase queens, nucs or packages, pick your vendor and find out when they plan to start taking orders.  

Determine your needs and be ready to place orders as soon as they are ready to take them.  The demand for early 

queens, nucs and packages is almost always greater than the supply.  Determine your needs and be prepared to order 

as soon as possible. 
 

I will be attending the Texas Beekeepers Convention in Temple, Texas, November 8-10.                                         

The annual business     meeting at the convention will be very important. The meeting will address proposed changes 

for the organization that will effect its operation in the coming years. In addition to the business      meeting, the con-

vention features a great lineup of speakers and thought provoking topics.  Numerous breakout  ses-

sions will offer a wide range of topics of interest to beekeepers of all skill  levels.           Attendance 

has been running around 700 or more for the past few years.  I encourage all beekeepers to plan to at-

tend a TBA convention. It will be an interesting and rewarding experience and you will have the op-

portunity to talk bees with a wide variety of beekeepers from all across Texas.   
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The Got Questions? 

The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.  
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers. 

November 1, 2018 

Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  Practical Experiences in the Beeyard  by Stan Brantleyby Stan Brantleyby Stan Brantley   
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…from the Editor 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beekeeper tasks for November as recommended by Mr. Brantley: 
 

Entrance Reducers – Install in all hives.  Populous hives use the large opening.  Weaker hives, use the small       

opening. 
 

Check hive weight – check for winter stores using the two-finger li7 or look into the hive.  If the hive has less than   

a full super of honey, feed with sugar syrup.  Use a heavy syrup (1 pound of sugar to 1 quart water) so the bees will 

not have to evaporate so much water from the syrup. 
 

Mite check – if you have not yet done a mite check this fall, let me encourage you to do so.  You can s"ll treat if the 

mite check is high.  Lowering mite loads gives your hive a be(er chance of surviving winter.  A7er treatment, do a 

follow-up mite check to verify that you had an effec"ve treatment. 
 

Combine weak hives – weak or poorly populated hives have a high risk of not surviving winter.  Combining the 

hives into one box gives the hive a be(er chance.  If you have never combined hives, look on the Internet for the 

various methods.  Make sure that you move only one queen into the combined hive.  
  

Nuc a weak hive – if you have a weak hive with only three or four frames of bees in a ten-frame box, consider   

moving them into a 5-frame Nuc for the winter.  Add a frame or two of honey and pollen.  Be prepared to feed   

these bees all winter. 
 

Order Queen packages, Nucs or hives – If you plan to purchase queens or bees for the spring, it is not too early to 

begin    talking with your supplier.  If they are not yet taking orders, find out when they will begin and mark your  

calendar.  Be prepared to place your order as soon as they will accept it.  Many suppliers receive orders for their 

en"re produc"on within a week or two of opening the order line. 
 

Equipment inventory – Begin an inventory of your woodenware.  Discard boxes and frames that are too old or too 

damaged.  Determine what equipment needs repair.  Place your orders for new equipment before prices increase  

in January.  Check the suppliers’ websites for equipment sales or free shipping.  Unless you have the workshop and 

the "me, consider buying pre-assembled frames and boxes that are assembled and painted. 
 

November also begins “Conven!on Season“ for beekeepers.  It is well worth a&ending.  
  

TEXAS BEEKEEPERS ASSOCIATION ANNUAL CONVENTION: 
 

Thurs. Nov. 8th—Sat. Nov. 10th, 2018. Frank Mayborn Event & Convention Ctr.  

3303 N. 3rd St., Temple, Tx. 
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