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September will be a busy month for ETBA and for you as a beekeeper.  Though it may s�ll be near a hundred    

degrees in the a�ernoon, the days are ge�ng shorter and the bees will start looking toward winter.  Hopefully, 

we will have some rain that will allow the fall forage to bloom.  Goldenrod and asters bloom well in September, 

giving our bees an opportunity to collect pollen and nectar for winter stores.  We will be talking more about    

preparing for winter at the mee�ng.  
  

You should be checking the status of your hives and making decisions about any final extrac�ng before the    

Goldenrod blooms, about whether to feed supplemental sugar syrup, and whether you need to treat for mites.   

If you s�ll have honey to extract, this must be done before you start feeding sugar syrup.   Since Goldenrod can 

make pre)y funky honey, you also want to do that final extrac�on before the Goldenrod blooms.  Talk to me if 

you need to do a late summer extrac�on. 
 

The East Texas State Fair in Tyler runs from Saturday September 22 to Sunday September 30.  We will  discuss 

ETBA’s involvement at the September mee�ng.  We’ll 

be looking for volunteers to help setup and take down 

our booth before and a�er the fair and to staff the 

booth during the fair.  We will again be able to sell our 

honey through the ETBA booth.  The honey must be 

produced by your bees.  No imported or resold honey 

allowed.  All honey will be sold at the same price.  Our 

Board will determine what the common price will be 

and share that with you at the mee�ng. 
 

Our ETBA Board is looking at plans for the coming year.  

One area of concern is our Honey Queen program.  We are s�ll looking for someone to serve as Honey Queen 

Chairperson.  We will talk more about the role and du�es of this posi�on at the September mee�ng.  If you have 

any ques�ons, please feel free to talk to me or to join the discussion at the mee�ng.  This is a wonderful            

opportunity to work with our impressive young ladies and to impact not only their lives but the lives of literally 

hundreds of people through our Honey Queen out-reach ac�vi�es. 

 

 

State Fair 2018 : September 21-30 



 

Well, the honey season is winding down and so now is a good time to start thinking about 

how you plan to treat for Varroa mites. Since I am suggesting treating for mites, I thought       

I would also delve into the idea of “treatment free” beekeeping as well.  First, you need to   

understand that many treatments should not be used when there is honey in the hive, and 

some treatments have strict temperature guidelines, so the fall is the best time to treat.   

Next, I thought I would also highlight several issues to be aware of with treatment free     

beekeeping.  
 

Treatment free beekeeping is a style of beekeeping in which nothing is put in the hive that the bees don’t put 

there.  The theory behind a treatment free management system is that as beekeepers when we treat our bees 

we are making them less resistant to the pests. In theory, not treating bees will eventually make them more 

resistant to pests and other pathogens in the hive, if the hive does not die.  Think: survival of the fittest.   

Many treatment free beekeepers believe that in the wild, bees live treatment free, so they should be able to 

live treatment free in hives kept by beekeepers as well. 
 

However, one concern with treatment-free beekeeping is the increased loss of bees. Hives kept in the     

treatment free style of beekeeping are much more likely to succumb to many pests, pathogens and diseases. 

While bees do live in the wild in treatment free conditions, when we keep them as beekeepers, we introduce 

many stressors that might not happen in the wild. Going into beehives can disrupt the normal flow of the hive 

for a period of time, and this can cause undue stress on the bees. While it is still speculative, pesticides can 

also be a minor stressor on the beehive.  Overall, there are more stressors on a beehive when it is kept by a 

beekeeper, so you should not treat it like a wild hive and expect it to thrive.  
 

No matter what style of beekeeping you follow, the Varroa mite is an issue we all 

face and must deal with.  The Varroa mite is not a native western honey bee 

pest. It has only been a parasite of our honey bee since making a species jump 

in the early 1960’s. Since they are such a new pest, our honey bees have not 

built up a large resistance or tolerance to them. Leaving hives untreated when 

they are infested with Varroa will lead to the decline of that hive, and  weaken it 

thus making it less likely to survive. 
 

While treatment free beekeeping is one extreme side of the spectrum there is  another side as well. These  

are people who treat based on a schedule, without knowing if they need to or not. Treating in this way can 

also be detrimental to the bees, especially if the treatments are synthetic chemicals. It is best to check hives 

before and after treating to ensure what you are doing is necessary and working.  Some beekeepers may  

believe that treating on a schedule with the same treatment may seem like a good method, however, the 

mites can build up immunity to the chemicals you are using, causing other issues or they could flare up when 

you are not expecting them to. The best way to manage your bees is to be balanced and know what is going 

on in your hives when you make changes or treat for any reason. 
 

Ultimately, managing our bees is important to maintain healthy colonies. Treatment free may seem like a 

good idea, however it is more like observing than managing. In the same way; keep in mind that over treating 

can be detrimental to a colony.  Integrated Pest Management is an easy way to treat without over treating and 

is recommended as the best practice for beekeepers. 
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Treatment-free Beekeeping; Pros and Cons 



Sept. 6, 2018 

President’s Letter  by Matt Thomas 

Page 3 

~ Ma) 

Blessings, 

 

 

              

 

Part II 

The Second key to producing honey: Do What the Bees Do! 
 

What do bees do when they are looking for a new home?  Simple - they scout one out!  Last month 

we talked about having great and young queens in your boxes.  However, having great queens in 

your boxes is only a part of the strategy to produce healthy bees and barrels of honey.  If you are 

going to be a beekeeper you also have to be a scout.  You need to scout out areas where your bees will flourish.  

There are several factors to consider when scouting a bee yard that is going to help your bees  

flourish, so I am just going to tell you how I do it and what I look for in bee yards.   
 

As Dad and Uncle Mike have said, “You don’t need 

your bees in a lower place but at a higher elevation”. 

Why?  Better air flow. If bees have to constantly fan 

to keep their colony’s temperature regulated because it is hot they 

won’t be doing other things that will help them produce honey.        

I like my colonies, when I can, to be shaded after lunch, at a higher 

elevation.  Air gets trapped at the entrance of a colony when it sits 

on the lower part of a property.  When they get a breeze during the 

day and are shaded after lunch it helps them better regulate their 

temperature.  It is preferable to have honeybees sitting on a tree line 

facing east so the boxes get the early morning sun but are shaded in 

the afternoon when it really heats up.  My preference is to have an 

entrance at the front and back of the colony so air can move through the box.   

 

Of course you want to put your hive or colonies away from 

people.  Follow the half mile rule; half a mile from a     

populated subdivision, un-manicured field, creek bottom 

and water source. I like fence rows that have vines that are 

growing on them and trees intermixed on the fence. Finding 

groves of tallow trees, Vi-tech trees and other  various trees 

and flowering fields is what beekeeper scouts do!   
 

The point is to put your bees where they can have abundant 

resources around them.  Sub-divisions always grow Vi-tech 

trees and other ornamentals.   
 

 

Un-manicured fields always have all the early nectar flowers and shrubs in and around them.  These fields will 

often produce fall nectar and pollen as well.  Having your bees 

near creek bottoms is one of the more important things to do.  

Think about everything that grows in and around a creek       

bottom.  Plus, these lakes and bottoms give the bees water to 

drink and cool their hive with. 
  

The final element in making great bees and procuring lots of 

honey will be the subject of next month’s article.  It perhaps is 

the most important component of producing good bees and  

barrels of honey.   
 

Have a great September! 



 

During the first part of September, check any honey supers still on the hive, looking for honey 

that can be extracted.  Unless you live in an area having a strong fall flow, this will probably be 

your last extraction for the season.  Honey may or may not be well capped, and partially capped 

frames can be given the “shake test” to determine if it safe to extract.  Turn the frame upside 

down and give it a sharp shake downward.  If no nectar shakes out of the frame, it is probably 

safe to extract.  If you are not comfortable that the honey is dried enough, don’t extract.  Honey 

with too high of a water content will ferment after extraction. 

Continue to be very active in observing the population of the hive.  Despite the hot temperatures, the status of 

the queen must be checked periodically to prevent the possible loss of the hive due to queen failure, mites or 

beetles. 

With little or no nectar being brought into the hive, bees could be eating through stores they have in the brood 

chamber.  This can cause the queen to restrict or even stop egg laying.  Unless you still have honey in the super 

and do not plan to extract it, you should consider feeding sugar syrup to keep the queen laying and allow the 

bees to build stores for the winter.  Be careful with your feeding and do not let robbing get started.  Remember 

that other bees, as well as wasps and yellow jackets are looking for forage during this hot dry period and will be 

attracted to the scent of sugar syrup.  If you notice other insects trying to get into the hive, you can add an en-

trance reducer to help the guard bees protect the entrance. 

Continue to monitor for small hive beetles and varroa mites.  Hive beetles are waiting for the hive to have a 

problem that will allow them to gain control and slime the hive.  Dine-A-Max, Swiffer and other brands of 

fuzzy dry sheets can help catch and control SMB.  Commercial beetle traps that fit between the frames and bee-

tle trap bottom boards are available from bee supply houses.  Many beekeepers use a combination of the vari-

ous methods to control beetle populations.   

Mite counts should become a matter of routine hive maintenance.  The sugar roll mite count is easy to perform 

and does not kill the bees.  You can make a homemade sugar roll jar or purchase sugar roll kits.  If you have 

never performed a sugar roll mite count, here are a couple links that explain the process from building the jar to 

evaluating the mite count:  

https://thehoneycompany.com/diy-powdered-sugar-roll-jar/ 

https://pollinators.msu.edu/resources/beekeepers/varroa-mite-monitoring1/varroa-mite-monitoring/ 

If your mite count is too high, perform treatments and then repeat the mite count to verify that the treatment 

was successful. 

In past years, medications could be applied in September.  The only medications approved now are for varroa 

mites and small hive beetles.  Antibiotics cannot be legally purchased and administered unless approved by a 

veterinarian.  If your hive has developed American or European Foulbrood or Nosema you will need to obtain a 

VFD (veterinary feeding directive) from a veterinarian in order to purchase antibiotics.  All I can say is “Good 

Luck” because several vets I have talked with do not desire to provide assistance.  If you are not aware of this 

issue, here is a link to a good article on a veterinary website: 

http://veterinarynews.dvm360.com/have-you-heard-buzz-honeybees-fall-under-vfd-regulations-too 

I encourage you to visit your local veterinarian and discuss their position on assisting beekeepers 

with VFDs before you discover that you have a hive needing antibiotics.  
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The Got Questions? 

The group will be open 6:00-6:30 before the meeting. Join us if you are a new beekeeper or have some beekeeping questions.  
If you have not joined us before, ask someone to point you to the Got Questions? Room. We will try to help you find some answers. 



 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See you there! 

Joe Laws, Program Director 

      The September Speaker is … 

 

Alex Pane 
 

Topic :  Bee Viruses and the transmission of them. 
Alex is from Texas A&M 
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…from the Editor 
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